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of the sword, from the man to the CHAPTER 23
woman, from the children to the

sucklings; even the oxen, don- payid hearing that Keilah is besieged,
keys, and the sheephe struck v 1 relieves it and defeats the Philis-
with the edge of the sword. tines on God's command, v. 2.
20. Yet one of the sons of Abiathar comes there to David, bring-
Ahimelech the son of Ahitub es- ing the ephod with him, v. 6. Saul in-
caped, whose name was tends to trap David there and capture
Abiathar; he fled after David.3* ~ him, v. 7. Therefore he goes out to
31 He came to him at Keilah, see besiege Keilah, v. 8. Nottrusting in the
1 Sam. 23:6. people of Keilah, David asks counsel
of the LORD through Abiathar, v. 9.
21. And Abiathar told David®* The LORD reveals to David that the
that Saul had killed the priests people of Keilah are minded to deliver

of the LORD. him up into the hands of Saul, v. 11.
32 That is, when he had come to David Therefore he flees from there to the
at Keilah. Wilderness of Ziph with those six hun-

dred men who were with him, v. 13.

There Jonathan comes to him, and

22. Then David said to Abiathar, renews the covenant of friendship with
“I knew well that day when Doeg  him, v. 16, and comforts him, v. 17.
the Edomite was there that he The people of Ziph betray David to
would Certain]y make it known33 Saul, v. 19, for which Saul thanks
to Saul. | have given cause them, v. 21, and exhorts them to dili-
against all the soul& of your ~ 9ently heed all things, v. 22. He pur-
father's house® sues David with his army in the Wil-

33 Heb.making it known would make d_erness_of Maon, v. 25, Wh_ere he en-

it known circles him, v. 26. Saul receives news
34 That is, people, as in Gen. 14:21. that the Philistines have invaded the

35As if David were saying, “l am the land, v. 27, so he is forced to cease
cause of what has come upon all thepursuing David, v. 28.
people of your father’s house; it was for
my sake, yet outside of my intention.” 1. And they told David} saying,
“Behold, the Philistines fight
23. “Stay with me; do not fear, against Keilah? and they plun-
for whoever shall seek my soul der the storehouses?
Sha"_seek y(_)ur soul, b_Ut you shall 1 That is, when he was in the land of
be with me in protection.”*® Judah, in the forest of Hereth, see 1 Sam.
36 That is, God will preserve and keep 22:5. What is described here came to pass
us both. Or| take you into my protec- before Abiathar came and fled to David,
tion. Or, for you shall be protectioffor ~ and brought him the sad news of the mur-
guarded)py methat is, you shall be with der of the priests, see 1 Sam. 23:6.
me to guard the service and worship of Therefore some translate the first words
God, and | will inquire of the &rp by ~ of 1 Sam. 23:1 thu®low David had been
you in all that happens; see 1 Sam. 30:7.told.



1 Samuel 23:2-9

2 This city was located in the tribe of
Judah, as is evident from Joshua 15:44.
3 0r, threshing-floorsthat is, the grain
that was gathered and laid up in the store

houses.

2. And David inquired of the
L oRrRD,*saying, “Shall I go up and
strike these Philistines?” And the
L ORD said to David, “Go up, and
you shall strike the Philistines,
and deliver Keilah.”

4 Probably through the prophet Gad
(who was with him, see 1 Sam. 22:5), or

through Abiathar, who came to David
when he went to Keilah, see 1 Sam. 23:6

3. Yet the men of David said to
him, “Behold, we are afraicP here

in Judah;® how much mor¢

when we shall go out to Keilah
against the armies of the Philis-
tines.”
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5. Thus David and his men went
to Keilah, and he fought against
the Philistines and drove away
their livestock, and he struck a
great slaughter among them.
Thus David delivered the inhab-
itants of Keilah.

6. And it came to pass$? when

Abiathar the son of Ahimelech

fled to David* to Keilah, that he

came down with the ephod in his

hand.*?

10 Or, it had come to pass

11 See 1 Sam. 22:20.

12That is, when he hastily fled he took
the ephod along with him in his hand, in
which were the Urim and the Thummim,
by which they inquired of thedrp; see
Ex. 28:30. Orthat the ephod came to him
in his hand

5 That is, of Saul, who pursues us as7, When it was made known to

enemies.
6 That is, here in the forest of Hereth,
where they were at that time, which was

Saul that David had come to
Keilah, then Saul said, “God has

located in Judah, see 1 Sam. 22:5. Keilahdelivered him up® into my hand,

was also located in Judah.

7 Understand with thisshall we be
afraid, that is, when we shall have the
Philistines in front of us and Saul behind

us, and thus have two enemies to face,

instead of one.

4. Then David inquired further
of the LorD,® and the LORD an-
swered him, and said, “Prepare
yourself and go down to Keilah,
for | will deliver the Philistines
into your hand.”®

8 Heb.And David continued to inquire
of the lorp. Understand this thus, that
David inquired of the bro a second time,
not so much with regard to himself, but
with regard to his soldiers, who were
afraid to go to Keilah.

9 That is, before Saul is able to attac
you.

for he is encircled, coming into a

city with gates and bars.”*

13 Heb. actuallyalienated That which
is delivered up is alienated.

14 Heb.in a city of gates and barss
if he were saying, “Thinking to be safe
and secure in a walled city, David has as
it were imprisoned himself, for when |
surround and besiege the city with an
army, he will by no means be able to es-
cape.”

8. Then Saul caused all the people
to be called to the battle, to go
down to Keilah and besiege
David and his men.

9. Now when David understood

« that Saul had secretly initiated®

15 QOr, devised
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this evil against him?® he said to
Abiathar the priest, “Bring the
ephod’ here.”

16 Indicating that Saul continually

1 Samuel 23:9-17

out of Keilah, then he stopped
going out?3

23 Indicating by this that Saul dis-
missed his soldiers, not pursuing David

plotted, practised, and laboured with all any further with military power.

his sense night and day to do evil to David

and kill him.

14. Now David stayed in the wil-

17That is, with the breastplate, and put derness in the strongholds, and

it on, and ask counsel of thewko for me
by the Urim and Thummim. See Num.
27:21.
10. And David said, “LorD God
of Israel, Thy servant® has cer-
tainly heard?® that Saul seeks to
come to Keilah, and to destroy
the city for my sake.

18 That is, I.

19 Heb.hearing has heard
11. “Will the citizens? of Keilah
also deliver me into his hand?
Will Saul come down?! just as
Thy servant has heard? O IORD
God of Israel, please make it
known to Thy servant!” Now the
L orRD said, “He will come down.”

20 Qr, the lords see the annotation to
Judges 9:2.

21 Understand with thisif | linger
herg as is evident from 1 Sam. 23:14.

12. Then David said, “Would the
citizens of Keilah deliver me and
my men into the hand of Saul?”
And the LORD said, “They would
deliver you.” %

22 That is, if you remain within the
walls of this city.

13. Then David and his men pre-
pared themselves, about six
hundred men, and they went out
of Keilah, and they went wher-

ever they could go. When it was
told Saul that David had escaped

he remained there on the moun-
tain in the Wilderness of Ziph;
and Saul sought him every day’
yet God did not deliver him into
his hand.

24 That is, continually, from time to
time, indeed as long as David remained
in the stronghold; for when David went
to the Philistines Saul gave up seeking
him, see 1 Sam. 27:4.

15. When David sawP that Saul
had gone out to seek his soul, then
David was in the Wilderness of
Ziph in a forest.

25 That is, came to hear, meaning, by
his spies whom he had sent out, or from
his friends whom he had in Judah.

16. Then Jonathan the son of
Saul prepared himself, and he
went to David in the forest, and
he strengthened his hand in
God.?®

26 That is, he strengthened and com-
forted him, placing before him and
reminding him of the promises of God,
as appears from 1 Sam. 23:17.

17.And he said to him, “Fear not,
for the hand of Saul my father
shall not find you. But you shall
become king over Israel, and |
shall be the second with yod’

27 |t seems that David had promised
this to his friend Jonathan when they en-
tered into a covenant with each other.

Heb.I will be a second to yquor let me
be the second next to you



1 Samuel 23:17-24

also my father Saul knows it
well.” 28

28 Samuel had made this sufficiently

known to Saul, see 1 Sam. 15:28.

18. And they both made a cov-
enant® before the face of the
LorD;* and David remained in

the forest, but Jonathan went to
his house.

29 That is, they renewed the covenant
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shall come upon u¥ to deliver

him into the king's hand.”
35 Of this manner of speech see Micah
3:1 and its annotation.

21. Then Saul said, “Blessed are

you to the LORD,* that you have

compassion on mé’

36 Thus he abused the holy Name of
God, to stir them on to an abominable
treachery.

37 As if he were saying, “You are the

which they had made with each other pre-men who deliver me out of the hand of

viously, see 1 Sam. 18:3; 20:16.

30 That is, a firm covenant in the pres-

ence of the bro's priest; or, they made a

covenant, which they confirmed with an

David, who seeks my destruction.”
22. "“Please go your way, and pre-
pare the matteryet more3® that

oath, and to which they called upon God you know and see his place where

as witness.

19. Then the Ziphites§! went up
to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Has
not David hid himself with us in
the strongholds in the foresé?on
the hill of Hachilah, which is on
the right hand of the wilder-
ness?

31 That is, the inhabitants of Ziph.

There were two cites called thus: the one
was located at the farthest border of Judah
toward the south, mentioned in Joshua
15:24; and the other was located farther

his hideou®?is, who has seen him
there; for he* told me that he

attempts to deal very craftily*

38 That is, take care that all things are
cunningly arranged so that he does not
slip away from us.

39 Heb. foot; that is, where he hides
himself, where he commonly abides, and
trail him there closely.

40That is, David himself, when he was
still with me, and | asked him why he
was so prosperous in the war.

41 Heb.that he dealing craftily dealt
craftily. Or, used craft.

inland, near the Wilderness of Maon, of 23. “Therefore look toit, and take

which see Joshua 15:55. That is the Ziphnotice of all hiding places in
which is mentioned here, located on awhich he hides. Then come to me

mountain. In 1 Sam. 26:1 it is said that ; : ;
the Ziphites attempted for a second time aga?'” with a certain repo'rt, a.nd
to deliver up David to Saul. In this dis- | Will go with you. And it will

tress David went to God for refuge, see come to pass, if he is in the land,
Ps. 54, which he wrote at that time. that | will search him out among
32 As if they were saying, “David cer- ”
tainly hid himself with us.” Of such 2 the thousands of Judah.
questions, see Gen. 13:9. 24. Then they prepared the_m'
33 Or, which is on the south of selves and they went to Ziph
Jeshimon before the face of Saul. Now
20. “Now then, O king, come David and his men were in the
Wilderness of Maon, in the plain

down quickly** according to all
the desire of your soul, and it field, at the right hand of the wil-
derness.

34 Heb.coming down come down
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25. Saul and his men also went 47 Also calledHazezon Tamain Gen.

; 14:7; 2 Chron. 20:2. This city was located
tohseﬁrcdh' That (\jNaS t(;ld Da\éld’ in the tribe of Judah, at the Salt or Dead
who had gone down from that  gej toward the south, between high

rock*? and stayed in the Wilder-  mountains and rocks, in the midst of
ness of Maon*When Saul heard which are many beautiful and pleasant

that, he pursued David in the valleys and fields, planted with multi-
! tudes of beautiful trees, such as palm

Wilderness of Maon. . trees; also many balsam trees grew there.
42That is, from the hill of Hachilah in

the wilderness, where he had been hid-
ing, see 1 Sam. 23:19. From there he went
into more space, hamely into the Wilder-

ness of Maon, where he would be able to CHAPTER 24

escape easier, if Saul pursued him.
43 See the annotation to Joshua 15:55.

26. And Saul went on this side of Saul hears that David is at En Gedi,
the mountain, and David and his  @nd pursues him there, v. 1. Saul
men on the other side of the Ccomes into a cave, in which David is
mountain. Now it came to pass with his men, v. 3. David cuts off a tail
that David hastened to get away °f Saul's mantle, but will not lay a
from the face of Saul: and Saul hand on him, v. 4, proving by this his

. : innocence toward Saul, whom he fol-
and his men surrounded David |gys, and speaks to, v. 8. At this Saul

and his men to take them. is moved, confesses his guilt, and takes
27.Yet a messenger came to Saul, an oath of David, v. 16.

saying, “Make haste and come,

for the Philistines have invaded 1. And it came to pass after Saul
the land.”* had returned from after the Phi-

44 Or, have spread themselves in the |istines} that they made known
land. to him, saying, “Behold, David is
28. Then Saul returned from pur-  in the Wilderness of En Gedi.”
suing David, and he wentto meet  1Thatis, from pursuing the Philistines
the Philistines. Therefore they who had invaded the land while he pur-

called that place Sela sued David, see 1 Sam. 23:27.
Machlekoth 45 2. Then Saul took three thousand

45 Or, Sela Hammachlekottthat is, chosen men from all Israel, and
Rock of Divisions, called thus because he went out to seek David and his
Saul was forced to divide his people, and mmen on the Rocks of the Wild
to leave David, in order to pursue the Goats?2

Philistines or resist them. . ,
_ 2 That is, in the high and steep rocks,
29. And David went up from upon which wild goats climbed and

there,*® and he stayed in the leaped.
strongholds of En Gedi¥’ 3. And he came to the sheepfoléls

46 That is, from the Wilderness of
’ . on the way wherethere was a
Maon, where Saul had intended to take y

him, see 1 Sam. 23:25. 3 Or, to Gidroth Tson



